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has more

good news

than bad

State plan helps county
avoid most layoffs, cuts

By Danlel J. Chacén
STAFF WRITER

The 5105 billon state budget the gover
nor is expected 1o simn lomorrow. means
that San Diego County will avoid most of
the layoffs it had planned and that some
cuts to services and programs will be re-
aiored,

Libraries in Dwl Mar, E1 Cajon, Fall
brook. Rancho San Diego and Vista will be
open on Sundayves A regional communics
tonz network used by firefighters and pe-
ticewill get nearly 523 million,

CHOICE, a program thal teams college
students with youths on probation, will get
S600,000. STAR/PAL, a diversion program
that brings sports, police and at-risk youth
tegether, will receive S70,000,

The county also will restore 55 positions
in the Probation Department, allowing 100
Eﬂhed.a at Jmﬁﬂﬂm Kearny Mesa and

mp Barredt in Alpine t0 stay open,

‘The department, however, has eliminat-
ed 270 positions,

It will no longer operate ROPP, a com-
munity-based program to provent vowth
from getting into trouble. About half of the
202 beds at the Juvenile Ranch Facility in
Campo also have been taken out of use this

year,

"Tt's good news, in that we fared better
than we orginally thought we would," said
Walt Ekard, the county's chief administra-
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risk of losing 59 million as pre
dicted, has shrunk from 747
workers in 2003 to 614 now.
“In some way, shape or form,
we're going to have o reor-
nize and put people and re-

- most,” said John Rosenthal, a

nt

The Public Defender’s and
Alernate Public Defender’s of-
fices, will lose 11 bywyers rather
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fiscal 2005 and off 45 em-




